iCM/ECF Newsletter

The Docket Electric

U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Oklahoma

FALL 2011

New Filing Fees Effective November 1st:

At its September 2011 session, the Judicial Conference approved
changes to the miscellaneous fee schedules for the courts of appeals,
district courts, bankruptcy courts, the Court of Federal Claims, and the
Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation, pursuant to 29 U.S.C. §§ 1913,
1914, 1930, 1926, and 1932, respectively. These changes will become
effective November 1, 2011. Please see the following for details on the
new bankruptcy filing fees:
http://www.oknb.uscourts.gov/ClerksOffice/Courtinfo/NewFeeSchedule.pdf

Official Form Changes Effective November 1st:
The following Official Forms will change November 1st due to the filing
fee increases:
e Application for Waiver of the Chapter 7 Filing Fee -- Official Form B 3B
e Notice to Individual Consumer Debtor — Official Form B 201A
e Application for Search of Bankruptcy Records — Official Form B 132
e Required Lists, Schedules, Statements & Fees — Official Form B 200

These forms will be available on the Court’s website or by clicking here:
http://www.oknb.uscourts.gov/ClerksOffice/Forms.shtml
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Effective November 1st:
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IRS Bankruptcy Allowable Living Expenses (BALE) were posted to the
U.S. Trustee Program website on October 14, 2011. These new figures
will be applied to petitions filed on or after November 1, 2011. The new
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Court Holidays:

The Court will be closed the following dates:

e November 11"in observation of Veterans Day
e November 24" in observation of Thanksgiving Day
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Forms
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Scheduled CM/ECF Downtime:
The CM/ECF system is scheduled to be
unavailable starting Friday, November 11" at
5:00 p.m. The system is expected to be
available on Monday morning, November 14”‘,
but may become available prior to that time.
During this time frame, you will not be able to
file or view any documents. We will be doing an
extensive upgrade to CM/ECF. Thanks for your
cooperation, and we apologize for any incon-
venience.

‘OBA Annual Meeting —

CM/ ECF Changes:
The Northern District
Bankruptcy Court will

present a segment at the
upcoming OBA Annual
Meeting from 2:00 pm to
4:00 pm on Thursday,
November 3. Michael
Williams, Clerk, and Andrea
Redmon, Chief Deputy, will
address the CM/ ECF system
changes that are being installed

the weekend of November 11th along with Pacer
& CM/ECF Tips, New Rules, and Bench Com-
ments.

The link below is the bar presentation handout,
which covers all CM/ECF changes:

http://www.oknb.uscourts.gov/ClerksOffice/ CMEC

Finfo/Newsletters/OKBP.pdf

New Voice Case Information
System:

On November 11, 2011, the Voice Case
Information System (VCIS) will be replaced
by a new system called “Multi-Court Voice
Case Information System” or “McVCIS.” The
new system will be accessible by a new toll
free number at 866-222-8029. The phone
numbers for VCIS (918-699-4001 and 888-
501-6977) will no longer be active starting
on November 11™. The new system has
many features such as the ability to search
in any bankruptcy court without calling a
different phone number.

Here is how the new system will work:

1. Dial 1-866-222-8029

2. At the prompt, press “1” for English or “2”
for Spanish

3. When prompted, enter the two letter
abbreviation for the State that you wish to
search. For example, enter “65” for
Oklahoma.

4. Then, press “2” for Oklahoma Northern.
5. From this point forward, the steps will re-
main the same as for the old VCIS system.
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CM/ECF Electronic Filing Training Classes:
Who: Attorneys and/or Staff

What: Basic training on electronic filing in CM/ECF for debtors
and creditors.

Where: The Federal Building at 224 S. Boulder Avenue;
Bankruptcy Court Training Room

Why: The class is free, and attorneys and certain limited-use individuals
may be eligible to receive electronic filing rights. In addition,
attorneys and legal assistants/paralegals may be eligible to
receive continuing education credit for attending this class. * **

When: 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm on:

e November 2, 2011
e November 16, 2011
e December 7, 2011
e December 14, 2011
e January 11, 2012

e January 25, 2012

e February 8, 2012

e February 22, 2012

How: Please register online on the Court’s website by going to:
www.oknb.uscourts.gov. Then, click “Clerk’s Office”> CM/ECF
Information> Training> Sign-up for CM/ECF Training.

* For paralegals: “This seminar meets the requirements of the
NALA Certifying Board for Paralegals for continuing legal
education credit required to maintain the CP (Certified Paralegal)
credential.” This class qualifies for up to 3.00 credit hours.

** For attorneys: “This course has been approved by the
Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Commission of Oklahoma
for a maximum of 3.00 credit hours, of which 0.50 hours are credits
covering professional responsibility, legal ethics, or legal malprac-
tice prevention.

Time Change:
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 6th.
Remember to set your clocks back one hour!
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PACER Training:

The Judiciary has launched a new PACER training site where current and future users can learn
how to use PACER. You don't have to register, and there is no charge for accessing this training
area. The site includes data from real cases filed in the Western District Court of New York
between January 1, 2007, and July 1, 2007. Please use the link below to get started.

https://dcecf.psc.uscourts.gov/cqgi-bin/Showlndex.pl

For your convenience, a "training" login and password are posted on the opening page or you can
use your own login and password. Once you have accessed the training site and have successfully
logged in, please direct your attention to the "Read This to Get Started" page.

o—— —0
Address & Other Contact Information to be Verified Every 30 Days:

Every thirty days, all filers will be asked to verify their mailing address and other contact
information when you log into CM/ECF. Please take this time to update your user account with all
current contact information. You may always update your address, phone number, email address,
etc., by going to: Utilities> Maintain Your ECF Account. After you have updated your information,
remember to click “Submit” to finalize your update.
° °

Rule & Form Changes Scheduled to take Effect December 1, 2011:

e Bankruptcy Rule 1004.2 : This is a republication of a new rule requiring an entity

filing a chapter 15 petition to state the country of the debtor's main interest, requiring the filer
to list each country in which a case involving debtor is pending, and setting a deadline for

challenging the statement asserting the country of the debtor's main interest.

e Bankruptcy Rule 2003: Requires the filing of a statement upon adjourning a meeting of

creditors or equity security holders.

e Bankruptcy Rule 2019: Expands the scope of the rule’s disclosure requirements by

requiring disclosure in chapter 9 and chapter 11 cases by all committees or groups that
consist of more than one creditor or equity security holder, as well as entities that represent
more than one creditor or equity security holder. It also authorizes the court to require
disclosure by an individual party in interest when knowledge of that party’s economic stake

in the debtor would assist the court in evaluating the party’s arguments.

Continued on page 5
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Rule & Form Changes Scheduled to take Effect December 1, 2011 Continued. . .

e Bankruptcy Rule 3001: Prescribes in greater detail the supporting
information required to accompany certain proofs of claim.

\

(b)(5) of the Bankruptcy Code, which permits a chapter 13 debtor to cure a default and

e Bankruptcy Rule 3002.1: This is a new rule to implement § 1322

maintain payments of a home mortgage.

e Bankruptcy Rule 4004: Permits a party under limited circumstances to seek an

extension of time to object to a debtor’s discharge after the time for objecting has expired.

e Bankruptcy Rule 6003: Clarifies the requirement of a 21-day waiting period before a

court can enter certain orders at the beginning of a case, including an order approving
employment of counsel. This does not prevent the court from specifying an effective date

for the order that is earlier than the date of its issuance.

e Bankruptcy Form 1/ Voluntary Petition: This form is amended to implement new Rule

1004.2, which requires an entity filing a chapter 15 petition to state the country of the

debtor’'s main interests and to list each country in which a case involving debtor is pending.

e Bankruptcy Form 10/ Proof of Claim: This form is amended to clarify, consistent with

Rule 3001(c), that writings supporting a claim or evidencing perfection of a security interest
(not just summaries) must be attached to the proof of claim. The amended form also
includes a new section for reporting a uniform claim identifier, which is used by some
creditors and chapter 13 trustees to facilitate payments by electronic fund transfers. Finally,
the signature box is revised to include a declaration under penalty of perjury by the person

who completes the form.

Continued on page 6



Rule & Form Changes Scheduled to take Effect December 1, 2011 Continued. . .

e Bankruptcy Form 10, Attachment A/ Mortgage Proof of Claim Attachment: This form

would be filed with the proof of claim as required by new Rule 3001(c)(2). The form
includes a statement of the principal and interest due as of the petition date; a statement of
prepetition fees, expenses, and charges; and a statement of the amount necessary to cure a

default as of the petition date.

e Bankruptcy Form 10, Supplement 1/ Notice of Mortgage Payment Change: This form

would be used by the holder of a home mortgage claim to provide the notice required by new
Rule 3002.1(b) of any escrow account payment adjustment, interest payment change, and
any other mortgage payment change while a chapter 13 case is pending. This form will be

filed separately from the Proof of Claim in the Claims Register, not on the docket.

e Bankruptcy Form 10 Supplement 2/ Notice of Post-Petition Mortgage Fees,

Expenses, and Charges: This form will be used in chapter 13 cases to provide the amount

of any post- petition fees, expenses, charges, and notice of the date the items were incurred.
This form will be filed separately from the Proof of Claim in the Claims Register, not on
the docket.

e Bankruptcy Form 25A/ Plan of Reorganization in Small Business Case Under

Chapter 11: This form is amended to change the effective date provision in the model small
business plan to reflect the 2009 amendments that increased the time to file a notice of

appeal and the duration of the stay of a confirmation order from 10 to 14 days.

e Bankruptcy Form 240A/B ALT/ Reaffirmation Agreement: This is a technical
amendment to conform to the amendment to 11 U.S.C. § 524(k)(3)(J) by the Bankruptcy
Technical Corrections Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-327.

e Bankruptcy Form B9A-9I/ Notice of Meeting of Creditors: The Meeting of Creditors

notices for all chapters are amended to conform to the pending amendment of Rule 2003(e).
When a meeting of creditors is adjourned, the amendment requires that the presiding official

file a statement specifying the date and time to which the meeting is adjourned.



Proof of Claim Forms:

As of October 1, 2011, the Court no longer mails out blank Proof of Claim forms (Official Form
B10). Previously, the Court mailed courtesy blank Proof of Claim forms as attachments to the
Meeting of Creditors (341 Meeting) Notice and other notices. Data from a national study showed
that a very small percentage of claim forms filed with the courts (less than 5%) were originally
mailed by the courts. Therefore, in an effort to reduce spending and better utilize limited funding,
the Court will no longer mail Proof of Claim forms. Should you need a Proof of Claim form, please
go to the Court’s website at: www.oknb.uscourts.gov or click the following link:

www.uscourts.gov/FormsAndFees/Forms/BankruptcyForms.aspx

o—

Rules & Form Proposals for

Public Comment:

Proposed amendments to six Bankruptcy Rules
and four Official Forms have been posted for
comment on the Federal Rulemaking page,
which may be accessed at the following link:
www.uscourts.gov/RulesAndPolicies/
FederalRulemaking/PublishedRules.aspx

The deadline for submitting comments is
February 15, 2012. The bankruptcy rules
committee has tentatively scheduled public
hearings on the proposed amendments to Rules
1007, 3007, 5009, 9006, 9013, and 9014, and
Official Forms 6C, 7, 22A, and 22C, in
Washington, D.C., on January 13, 2012, and in
Chicago, lllinois, on February 10, 2012.
Requests to testify must be submitted at least
30 days before the scheduled hearing.

Reminder About Fillable Forms:

The Official Forms and the Court’s Local Forms
are in fillable format so that you may type
directly onto the form. Once the relevant fields
have been completed, please remember the
important step of “printing to PDF” and saving
before you file the document in CM/ECF. If you
do not take these steps, the information on your
form can be removed and edited among other
things.
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